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IVIUNIZAIN COAT" ADVENTURE

| am now a "mountain goat" of the lowest posaitaelhanikot even sure | qualify.for th
But, at least | lived to try and tell you "flatlanders" a little about the experience. It'
difficult because you just can't imaginenghatilg mountains of Idaho is like. Even
of you with REALLY good imaginations.

To begin, | flew the silver tube from FLL to Eagle, CO and was met by my frie
Director of FCF for a flight down to Aspen i
< "world traveler" SuPab.l spent an enjoyable
), - evening witBully and Maril@olwelbefore
embarking on our journey the next morning |

and early.



We blasted off from Aspen with anaibatain gbaamed-eorge Gordan old, old
friend ofCullg. WellGeorgisn't that old! He's about my age but better preserved.
living | presume contributes to that state. We flew down valley toejciior Uy ayiti
the youngeasiour dynangaggle

It is about 600 miles from Aspen to Johnson CreeWw diéethe The beginning of the tr
produced spectacular weattethe scenic vistas steneing the Flaming Gorge anq
Dinosaur National Park to name a couple.
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As we proceeded toward the northwest things got uglieutanot Uigl@rwas certainly
special VFR thougte lost sight of each other over some lava fields that extended
You sure would not want to try and lahidmhsttape. I've got no pictures of that bec
it was raining and the visibility wasah@eprge and Heatere listening to our weathe
reports with interest we plodded toward the Tt both had some fancy Garmin (
(696 & 496) with all sort of satellite information being feW#eare providing the
PIREPSWhen we fiyaliroke out of teeudsouth of Sun Valley, we were all surprise
find out thakeorge and Hewntemreactuallghead of us not behind us. So | guess all the
weather information we were feeding them, they had already experienced.

We landed at a little grass strip called Peekaboo just south of Haily (Sun Valley)
This strip is located right next to a fishing outpestdbays provides some of the be
freshwater stream fishing in the @eddgis an expdty fisherman among other talents

After luncliGeorge and Helifted and headed toward Johnson Creek. We decidec
put because the weather in that direction was not looking good. As it turned ot
good desmn becaukkctor ar@eorgead to stop short of Johnson Creek and stay ov
at a place callecp®miCreek This is a back country strip and lodge in the \Wietbac
enjoyed the town of Ketchum and Sun Valley and had an excellent dinner at an
called EnPioneer. All this after we visited the Sun Valley lodge which was buil

2



1930s and was one of the first ski riestnts USA
Ketchum, you'll remember, was thimpakirErnest
Hemingwand he apparently frequented the Sun V
Lodge judging from all the pictures of him hanging
walls.They have a unique method of traffic control in
| for pedestrians. When you want to cross the stree
grab a flag from a group poskdclatcorner of the
intersection and carry it across the street. All vehicle
required to stop and yéldland had fun playinaffic
cop. What a sense of power!

The next morningasCOLD, COLD, ICDid | mention

~.. it was coldPm #king icy cold and this old Florida Crac
doesn't own any warm clothes So | had to go try and find something to put u
jacket. Do any of you own a 53 dollar sweat stou”?ltlss@ms everything in Sun Vall
Is priced just rigiat separate the tourists from their money. It IS a nice sweatshirt tt
it kept me plenty warm for the rest of the trip.

We turned in the rental car and lifted towards Johnson Creek for the final leg of
trip. On the way we encousteredshowers and some ugly looking clouds that Cully
to read quite well after spending decades flying the mountains. The approach to
IS interesting because you can't really see the runway until you round a bend in
The runway itself is beautifully manicured and plenty wide and long. You just ha
altitude and airspeed "right" as you round the bend and finallyfsexitteetéieltdigh or

too fast it's too bad. We were both glad to bewrdthé&egrworking our way through
weather to get there. There were hardly any other airplanes on the ground at tha
of the weather. We were beginning to wonder if the weather wi




