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It was a cold and blustery day and we found out who were the real taildragger pilots.  Cubs & 
pilots outnumbered antique biwinged aeroplanes and pilots 6 to 1.  Of course, that might have 
had more to do with the temperature than the ability to handle the crosswind.   
 

When we lifted from Willis for the trek to the NW, we had winds gusting to 30 from the NW.  
It was a slow, cold ride to Treasure Coast in our PA 11 Piper.  The cars were passing us on 
the ground with no problem.  No open cockpit air beast for us this day.  I'm still hearing about 
the draft encountered in the cockpit of our Piper, so I can only imagine what it would have 
been like in the open air.  Some things are better not known.  Been there, done that, and paid 
the tuition flying open air in the cold weather in the past.  At least I've learned something 
during all these years of aviating.  If it's below 50, use the enclosed cockpit flying machine. 
 

Landing at Treasure Coast with a strong cross wind from the right was exciting and I had a 
hard time getting the light, little aeroplane down on the ground and keeping it there.  It kept 
wanting to fly with no help from the motor. 
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We had scheduled about 85+ people to be at Treasure Coast but only about 50 showed.  
There are currently 93 members of FABA with two new recruits scheduled to sign up 
following this meeting.  We are nearing our annual membership goal of 100 antique biplane 
enthusiasts.   
 

Needless to say, we had an abundance of food on hand with the numbers who showed.  Even 
though the crowd was thinner than expected (number wise not weight wise), there was no 
lack of conversation during the four hours we all spent together.  It was cold and windy 
outside but the St. Julien's well insulated, heated and air conditioned hangar was very 
comfortable.  You would have never known the weather outside was so uncomfortable. 
 

Before lunch was served, we had 
our traditional meeting of the 
minds.  Luis Villar brought his new 
friend, Marina.  He finally found a 
girl who likes to rebuild Stearmans 
and bead blast old airplane parts.  
He's in heaven.  During the 
meeting we awarded the 
Beaudreux's Butt Paste to Richard 
Hays (Immediate Past President 
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of FCF and past President of FABA) for flying the farthest to attend the meeting.  He and 
date Deb Metheny flew from Venice to enjoy the day with us.  We also had some fun 

auctioning off some really neat 
items to benefit the treasuries 
of the two organizations.  A 
signed and numbered Sam 
Lyons print with Bob Hoover 
autograph was donated by FCF 
President Rod Gier and was 
auctioned off to Randy and 
Renee Opat for $85.00 during 
heated bidding.  Richard Hays 
donated an original 1943 
Student Flight Manual from the 

Riddle Aeronautical School in Arcadia.  This piece of aviation history fell under the gavel for 
$100 and guarantees the recipient the ability to fly a Stearman since the final chapters were 
devoted to flying this machine.  
 

Jan & Rene St. Julien, stalwart members of both FABA and FCF, pulled off this function with 
nary a hitch.  Of course Jan was the real driving 
force behind this, as she took charge and made 
things happen. She really knows how to throw a 
party.  She started out with a taco bar using chili 
made by 
Jim Lyons 
that could 
easily have 
been called 

lunch.  
Adding to 
that great 
start, BBQ'd 
chicken and 
ribs, side 

dishes and desserts supplied by the membership 


