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BBBEEELLLLLLEEE   GGGLLLAAADDDEEE   FFFAAARRRMMM   TTTOOOUUURRR   &&&   LLLUUUNNNCCCHHH   
 

As a result of some record rainfall, the Farm Tour and Lunch were postponed.  The only piece 
of dry ground on the Belle Glade Airport was the runway.  So, we are rescheduling this event 
for late April.  Stay tuned for your personal invitation to attend this unique meeting of the 
Florida Antique Biplane Association. 

"""GGGOOO---NNNOOO   GGGOOO"""   AAALLLEEERRRTTT   
 
Almost every member of the Florida Antique Biplane Association, Inc. is connected to the 
Internet.  Our meeting notices and newsletters are distributed via this means of 
communication.  This communication style was put to the test in postponing the Belle Glade 
Farm Tour & Lunch.  In order to avoid having to make multiple phone calls to alert members of 
a postponement, please check your email the day prior to an event or the morning of the event 
to see if you've received notice to abort the mission.  I will make the necessary phone calls to 
those who were planning to attend a scrubbed mission, but not connected to the Internet. 
 
Please check the phone number data, and all the data for that matter, which is included in 
the roster to make sure it is accurate. 
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BBBAAATTTTTTEEERRRIIIEEESSS   &&&   BBBAAATTTTTTEEERRRYYY   MMMAAAIIINNNTTTEEENNNAAANNNCCCEEE   
TTTiiimmm   KKKiiirrrbbbyyy   

 

I have been in the aviation maintenance business in some fashion since 1976.  One of the 
inherent problems that I have always faced as an aircraft owner and maintainer is aircraft 
batteries.  I have seen batteries that have been boiled, baked, and fried. In some cases, it was 
never determined exactly what happened. These problems always came about due to an attempt 
to keep the batteries charged up and ready when needed.  Nothing is worse than coming back 
to the hangar after a couple of days, weeks, or even months (shame on you), hooking up the 
tow bar, rolling your aircraft out, un-hooking the tow bar, putting your towing device away, 
pulling the prop through, priming, jumping in and turning on the master all to NOT hear that 
infamous click we all listen for.  Or looking over your side combing as you press the starter 
button, and nothing happens, or as a cruel mocking of your absence, the blade moves half a 
turn. You look over the side once again, straining your neck to see the unmoving prop as if by 
doing so will somehow magically cause the prop to turn one or two blades, enough to start. As 
an owner, I am always looking for new ways to make my life easier by prolonging the expense of 
purchasing a new battery for my Stearman.  I have an electric/inertia starter so my battery 
takes a serious hit every time I start.  My battery usually last a couple of years.  Recently in 
amėeiYghėZcfė`cb[YfėVUhhYfmė`]ZY"ė=ėfUbėUWfcggėh\Yėð6UhhYfmėA]bXYfñ"ėk\]W\ėbchėcb`mėW\Uf[Yg"ėVihė

XYgi`d\UhYgėUbXėaU]bhU]bg$ėėð6UhhYfmėA]bXYfñė]gėh\Yėonly 
aviation certified charger and the only one of its kind.  The 
kit comes with a system that you easily hard-wire into the 
airplane and as soon as you push your trusty steed into the 
hangar, it gets connected.  Then, in terms that I can 
understand, the little brain inside the machine does an 
analysis of the battery and decides if the battery is in a 
condition for charging or desulphating. At that point, the 
charger/maintainer does its thing.  Pretty simple, all hands 
off.  They make 12 or 24 volt aviation units and even make a 
special one for the Odyssey batteries that are becoming more 

and more popular in home-builts.  It is the only battery charger/maintainer for the Concorde 
non-recumbent gas batteries.  I am like the guy on the TV with the electric shaver, except I did 
not buy the company. I did, however, become a distributor.  I have sold 12 units in the last few 
months here at Leeward and everyone seems quite happy with them.  I love the fact they are 
small, self-contained, fool-proof and worry-free.  I leave mine on whenever I am not flying and 
\][\`mėfYWcaaYbXė\Uj]b[ėcbY$ėėH\YmėU`gcėaU_YėUėgaU``Yf"ėðbcb-Uj]Uh]cbėUddfcjYXñėjYfg]cbėZcfė
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general use, (i.e. boats, lawnmowers, antique cars, motorcycles etc.).  I have these units on 
everything.  The support is fantastic, and all the folks here (several T-,óg"ėFJėhmdYg"ė
Stearmans, and some GA aircraft) all have given a big thumbs up to the product.  I am taking 
orders and attempting to put something together before the price increase on March 15.  The 
MSRP for the Aviation Battery minder is $189.95.  After March 15th, the price goes up to 
MSRP of $197.95.  FABA members will still be able to purchase them for $179. 95.   For those 
of you on-line shopping you will see a couple of sites that offer the Battery minder for $129-
$149; this is an out of production S1 model.  The current production models are the S2 & S3.   
The standard 12V, non-aviation chargers MSRP is $69 and I am offering them for $49.   Even 
if you do not purchase one from me, from a maintenance point of view, I would highly 
recommend the aviation approved Battery Minder; it will save you both money and aggravation 
in the long run.  You can order either via email stearman885@comcast.net or by phone 352-
454-6680.   

 

Technical Description Of Battery Sulfation & The Solution : 

When batteries are improperly maintained (over-under charged or left uncharged for extended periods) small 
WfmghU`gėcZėgi`Zif]WėUW]XėZfcaėh\YėVUhhYfmógėY`YWhfc`mhYė `]ei]XėcfėdUghY ėZcfaėcbėh\YėVUhhYfmógėW\Uf[Yėd`UhYg$ė
They act as a resistor (barrier) preventing the battery from ever again accepting a full charge, no matter 
how long a charging source may be connected. Once this occurs, the cranking power of the battery is severely 
reduced, as well as its life. Aviation batteries are affected the most because they have been designed for 
maximum performance in the smallest-lightest case possible. 

VDC Electronics has developed simple, but highly effective circuitry, able to safely dissolve sulfation, 
fYghcf]b[ėaiW\"ė]ZėbchėU``"ėcZėh\Yė`cghėdckYf"ėdfcj]X]b[ėh\YėVUhhYfmógėWY``gėUfYėbchėg\cfhYXėcfėghfiWhifU``mė
damaged. This U.S. Patented approach is believed to be the most effective method for eliminating even the 
oldest hardened sulfate. By generating safe, wide-band, random frequency electronic pulses, we are able to 
cover the full range of sulfate crystals sizes, in the shortest possible time. Depending on the amount of 
sulfate and its age, complete de-sulfation can occur within several days to several weeks. De-sulfation takes 
place automatically, while the battery is being bulk or maintenance level charged. 

http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/BatteryMINDer-Aviation-Specific-12-Volt-8A-PLUG-
n-RUN-C-p-16164.html 

 
 

   
   
   

mailto:stearman885@comcast.net
http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/BatteryMINDer-Aviation-Specific-12-Volt-8A-PLUG-n-RUN-C-p-16164.html
http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/BatteryMINDer-Aviation-Specific-12-Volt-8A-PLUG-n-RUN-C-p-16164.html
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FFFLLLYYYIIINNNGGG   IIINNN   NNNEEEWWW   ZZZEEEAAALLLAAANNNDDD   
Larry Winnerman just couldn't stay away from flying antique biplanes while on vacation.  He 
spent a half hour busting clouds and getting the feel of this bird lifting and alighting.  I sure 
hope the condition of the propeller isn't a result of Larry's aviating? 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

NNNEEEXXXTTT   SSSEEEAAASSSOOONNN'''SSS   HHHOOOSSSTTTSSS   
I am putting out the "call to arms now" for those who might want to consider hosting an event 
next season.  In years past, we've had a plethora of volunteers with more volunteering than 
months available in the season.  I hope that is the case again for the 2010-2011 season. 
 

The volunteer hosts are the backbone of our organization.  If you've never undertaken the task, 
perhaps now is the time to contribute more than your dues for the coming year?  It is the hosts 
who invite us to their private facilities that make our organization unique. 
 

We are an exclusive group by design and don't attempt to entertain the broader general aviation 
population.  Our dues pay for our fun and we've continued to be solvent when other aviation 
groups hang on by their fingertips. 
 
If you have questions regarding the reimbursement policy for hosting one of these events, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  We welcome your enthusiastic support of our group.   
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FFFIIILLLLLL   TTTHHHEEE   SSSEEECCCOOONNNDDD   SSSEEEAAATTT   
 

There appears to be a disturbing lack of younger folks involved in general aviation.  We sure 
don't want to be the last generation involved in this great movement.  As stewards and keepers 
of the current fleet of antique biplanes, it is our duty to ignite the enthusiasm of subsequent 
generations. 
 

Don't come to one of our functions without that second seat filled.  Bring a friend or younger 
person to share the day of aviating. 

   
TTTHHHEEE      WWWYYYAAATTTTTT      DDDOOOMMMEEE      SSSPPPAAANNNNNNEEERRR   

 

For anyone in our organization that is running a 22D-30 prop, Bobby Wyatt has generously 
offered to provide you with a dome spanner for "FREE".  All you've got to do is go pick one up 
at Flanders Field in Polk City.  SUEWYATT737@MSN.COM 
  
 

WWWHHHAAATTTóóóSSS   NNNEEEXXXTTT???   
 

It's the "Under the Wing Thing" at SNF.  Stay tuned for your personal invitation to this unique 
experience hosted by Bobby & 
Susan Wyatt "under the wing".  
This well attended function is 
designed for and provided to 
entertain the members of the 
Florida Antique Biplane 
Association, Inc.  It is NOT 
intended to entertain the 
general aviation population. 
Another exclusive event to 
enhance your FABA membership. 

   
   
   

SUEWYATT737@MSN.COM
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NNNEEEWWW   MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSS   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   


