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President Preflight:   
 Once again we had to cancel our meeting last month due to—-you guessed it—-the weather.  It seems that 
we just can’t catch a break on having nice weather for our meetings.  However, I think this is some kind of a 
omen and we are going to be paid back this August for our Chapter fly-in in Minden. 
 I hope everyone got the last email about the lunch that we were invited to in Longmont, Co. by the Colo-
rado Chapter AAA and also about the Bi-Plane fly-in in Junction City, KS, which is coming up June 4, 5 and 6th.   
 First Off, Vice President Glen Bredthauer and I were planning on going to Longmont as the “Goodwill 
Ambassadors” of the NE AA.  We had plans of leaving Saturday morning in Glen’s 180 Cessna.  But last minute 
weather checks and we decided it not best to go with the 40 mph winds.  I visited with Dave Shenk and Richard 
Hawley from the Colorado Chapter and they were not flying either due to the strong winds there in Longmont.  I 
want to thank the Colorado Chapter for inviting us and we will try again sometime.  The other part to the last 
email was the Bi-Plane fly-in in Junction City, KS.  Several of us are planning on attending this event.  They are 
taking over the Bi-Plane event that has been held in Bartelsville, OK. For the past several years.  I hope that any-
one wanting rooms got one, as I only reserved 6 rooms and they only had 9 left when I did this.  I also talked 
them into $80 per night instead of $99 that they were planning on charging.  I hope that many members of the NE 
AAA will attend this event, even if only for a day.  Maybe in doing so we will entice some more people to make 
our fly-in in Minden.  You don’t have to have a Bi-Plane to attend, of course, and they have a non Bi-Plane show 
area as well.  So don’t make any excuses because your favorite aircraft doesn’t have an extra wing!!! 
 Tabatha and I are planning on leaving Friday, June 4th in the a.m.  It should be a non stop flight in the 
Stearman, weather permitting.  I checked with Jim Clark (he is the parking chief), and he said that we can park 
together so anyone planning on flying to Junction City should let me know and I will make arrangements for 
parking together for members and friends.  I will try to bring the Chapter banner to put up by our aircraft.  I am 
sure this will be a great time and fun get-together for the first fly-in of the season. 
 A few weeks after the Bi-Plane fly-in, is the Gardner, Ks. Fly-in.  This is what used to be the KC AAA fly
-in in Atchison, but now it is held in Gardner.  I have been to this fly-in many times and it is a great time and still 
a lot of the people that we all knew from when it was in Atchison.  Please see attached info on this great event.   
 As far as our next meeting, the last Sunday in May is Memorial weekend, so we will not have a meeting 
and the last Sunday in June is the fly-in in Gardner, KS, so we may try to get together at a fly-in breakfast.  I will 
try to set something up.   
 The last item I want to tell everyone about is, our website.  Jeff Sullens is the webmaster and is still work-
ing on it, but he has got a great start.  So now we need EVERYONE’S help in keeping it going, so here is your 
mission, get your camera out of the baggage compartment, the glove box, the  closet or wherever you keep it, and 
take some pictures and send them to Jeff.  Don’t worry if your not sure it should be on the website.  Jeff will edit 
them.  So check out the website and send some pictures and or stories.  They can even be from the past, a year 
ago or 20 years ago.  The NE Chapter website is www.nebraskaaaa.net and the webmaster is jsullens@kc.rr.com.   
 So if you don’t have your airplane cleaned up and ready to go, it is time to “Get er Done” because  it is 
finally FLY-IN SEASON.  Hope to see everyone soon and have a great flight to Junction City, Atchison, Gardner, 
or wherever we may meet up. 
Warm Blue Skies, 
Todd “ACE” Harders  
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Hosted By EAA Vintage Chapter 16 

Come join us for a Good “old fashioned” fly-in.  
Grass Strip, the smell of burgers, you know the rest! 

 

Bring your vintage aircraft  and enjoy our fly-in at the “Greatest Little Airport in Kansas!” 
 

Friday night : Early arrivals enjoy a potluck dinner and movies on the field 

 
Saturday:       Breakfast 8:00-10:00 

Lunch available on field 
Fly-market all day Saturday (lots of goodies) for sale! 

Movies, refreshments, and shrimp boil Saturday night on the field 
 

Sunday:  Breakfast Fly-out to Miami County Airport 
 

Lodging at the Super 8 Motel in Gardner (913) 856-8887  
Camping available on field 

 
Contact: Kevin Pratt (816) 985-3248  kpratt@vaa16.com  
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“Come enjoy the lush grass runways of Gardner Airport. Relax among the Biplanes and 
War birds and Golden-age Classics. Revel in the sound of the round engines and whine 
of the wind in the wires. Friday night pot luck dinner and R/C airplane demos for early ar-
rivals. Saturday, free breakfast for registered pilots, lunch served on the field, and be sure 
to stay for the famous Saturday night Shrimp Boil! Flying events such as spot landing 
contest, estimated takeoff and bean bag drop Saturday afternoon. The Gardner Fly-in 
boasts the largest Fly-Market in the area. Contact us for an information packet to bring 
your surplus parts and aviation gear to sell. Movies Saturday 
night in the Bijou on the field. Camping permitted on the 
field, or lodging is available in Gardner at the Super 8 or 
other motels in nearby Olathe. Free transportation is avail-
able into town and to nearby lodging. Plan to spend the whole 
day, this ain't your one-hour "kick the tires and light the fires" Fly-
in!” 


