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---   ðððTTThhheee   AAAdddvvveeennntttuuurrreeesss   ooofff   YYYeeellllllooowww   BBBiiirrrddd   îîî   PPPaaarrrttt   FFFooouuurrrñññ   
The Culwells do Tanzania in their SuperCub  
   

---   TTThhheee   ðððLLLaaakkkeee   OOO   SSShhhooowwwñññ      

What I didn't know about sugar farming! 
   

---   BBBooossseee   HHHeeeaaadddppphhhooonnneee   CCCooonnnvvveeerrrsssiiiooonnn   
Larry Robinson shares a musical option 
   

---   FFFlllooorrriiidddaaa   CCCuuubbb   FFFlllyyyeeerrrsss   CCCooommmiiinnnggg   AAAttttttrrraaaccctttiiiooonnnsss   
   
   

mailto:richardhays8@me.com


 2 

LLLaaakkkeee   OOO   SSShhhooowww   &&&   UUU...SSS...   SSSuuugggaaarrr   TTTooouuurrr   
Reported by Larry Robinson 

I arrived at OBE with clear air at 0700. Light ground fog could be seen all around. 
However, you could see through it or fly over it. The air at Okeechobee was clear 
which was a blessing for this time of year and the success of our adventure. The band 
of intrepid aviators began to arrive shortly thereafter until we pretty much took over the 
restaurant for an early breakfast. Wherever we gather the din is present. Quiet we are 
not. 
 
Gary Lickle, Director of the Everglades Foundation, conducted the pre flight briefing 
for our Eco Trek and we all launched with our flight guides and GPS coordinates to the 
south. Many thanks are due to Vivian Miller of the Everglades Foundation for her 
assistance putting together the flight guide. 
 
Along the 170 mile route, we had the opportunity to observe the various projects 
completed or underway designed and executed to help clean up the storm water runoff 
in the southern part of Florida. The South Florida Water Management/Corp of 
Engineers projects are underway to protect south Florida's most valuable assets, the 
water supply and Everglades. The water supply is essential to the 7.5 million people 
currently inhabiting the area and the Everglades is the only Eco system of its type in 
the entire world. Both people and the Everglades require clean water to survive. 
 
The flight guide will be available, in the near future, on the Everglades Foundation 
website for those individuals or organizations who might want to follow the trek we 
undertook. It is a descriptive tour complete with GPS coordinates. 
 
At 1100 hours, the flight of Cubs and antique biplanes began to arrive at Air Glades in 
Clewiston, the home and headquarters of U.S. Sugar Corporation. Everyone got tied 
down and refueled by the 1200 departure time of the motor coach secured from 
Horizon Tours for our day in the sugar fields. With everyone accounted for, we headed 
to the Clewiston Inn for lunch. 
 
Harry Patel, owner of the Clewiston Inn, welcomed us to his historic establishment, got 
us checked in and directed us to our private meeting room for our time at the Inn. 
Lunch was served in a timely fashion so that we could keep the schedule on time and 
start our U.S. Sugar Harvest Tour in the afternoon. 
 
Judy Sanchez, Senior Director of Corporate Communications & Public Affairs for US 
Sugar, surprised us with some interesting gifts for the start of our tour. Each of us 
received an 80th Anniversary U.S. Sugar hat and a piece of sugar cane so that we 
could feel, smell and taste the raw product right from the field.  
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We boarded the motor coach and it got WAY interesting from that time forward. We 
saw, as Judy described in great detail, the complete sugar growing process. The 
amount of information passed to us could have easily been the backbone of a college 
course, all packed into three, very interesting hours traveling all around much of the 
160,000 sugar cane acres farmed by US Sugar. 
 
We got to see and hear how US Sugar has worked hard to be good stewards of the 
land while making sure they meet water discharge cleanliness standards. Not only do 
they meet these standards, but they have succeeded in meeting the stringent 
requirements by considerable margins. 
  
Phosphorus and nitrogen in excess can actually damage the Everglades. US Sugar is 
proud to actually decrease the amount of these elements from the water they intake 
until the time they discharge that same water. And, they have the science to prove it, 
not just rhetoric. 
 
During the tour, we roamed one of the 40,000 acre farms managed by Reuben Rifa.  
The entire US Sugar operation is divided into five individual farms managed by 
individuals as profit centers. On this particular farm, we were treated to seeing "a burn" 
up close and personal.  These "burns" are accomplished to rid the cane of excess 
foliage accumulated during the growth process making it easier to process the cane at 
the mill. Even with the burning of this natural vegetation, the air quality in the farming 
area is measured scientifically to exceed air quality found on the coastal ridge where 
our population is situated. Science is the backbone of this entire operation to help 
streamline the whole process to maximize efficiency. This has become critically 
necessary since sugar prices have not budged in 30 years while virtually all other costs 
have escalated dramatically. 
 
US Sugar produces about 750,000 tons of sugar. In order to maximize profit, they 
produce and package the refined product right at the mill for nationwide distribution. 
They also import raw sugar for refining even though they face aggressive competition 
from other world sources. These foreign sources are subsidized by governments, have 
very lax environmental requirements and extremely low wage rates. Sugar is NOT 
subsidized by our government and still US Sugar is able to compete.  
 
All that we saw and heard would take pages and pages to describe. You had to be 
there to appreciate our experience. All the senses were engaged in this tour.  The 
sights, smells, sounds and tastes of sugar growing and processing were in abundance.   
If you missed this experience, it was your loss. 
 
We headed back to the Inn for some freshening up and converged on the bar which 
sports a 360 degree mural of Everglades scenery. As we've been known to do on other 
occasions, we pretty much took over the place and there were no prayer sessions 
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going on. Pilots do pray, primarily when the engine quits. A lively bunch we are with 
plenty of stories being told. Some of them are actually true. 
 
Prior to a delicious buffet dinner, Judy provided a recap of what we saw and heard 
during our tour and Gary Lickle showed a short video clip produced by the Everglades 
Foundation lauding the progress that has been made in the Everglades restoration 
process. 
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