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The Comanche was originally proposed as a
trainer to both the USAF and USN during WWII with
a request for a Laminar Flow Wing.  The main wing
spar was carried through the fuselage 12 inches
deep for maximum strength.  An All-Moving
Stabilator was designed  that had previously been
used on jets.  The military version never material-
ized; however, most of the design features were
retained and later used in the Piper Comanche
Series PA24-180, PA24-250, PA24-260 and PA24-
400.  There were 4,856 single engine Comanches
produced in 1958 through 1972.

The first successful flight test of the PA24-180
was May 23, 1956.  Type certification was awarded
June 20, 1957 and the first production Model

N5000P flew in September of that year.  Sale prices
ranged from $21,250 to $28,890.  Most of the air-
craft were hand built with jigs and fixtures that were
destroyed when floods hit the Lock Haven plant in
1972.  Piper elected to stop production at that time
rather than rebuild because the production rate
was down to 100 aircraft per year.   The single
engine Comanche series  was considered  the best
four passenger aircraft produced at that time.  
Desirable features of the PA24-180 are: 

Cruising Speed 160 MPH
Range 800 Miles
Fuel Capacity 60 Gal.

Continued on page 2

1961 PIPER COMANCHE N7287P/PA24-180

The weather for the Ranger fly in on March 15th
was looking great when we headed west from
Arlington airport. Everything was smooth even with
the slight wind factor until about half way there
when we encountered some low clouds and for a
minute or two thought we would have to turn
around.  We managed to get safely below the line
of clouds and I was glad we did because the fly in
turned out to be a great success. There were about
a dozen of our members there but the crowd grew
to about 50 airplane lovers with 30 or so aircraft fly-
ing in.
Jared did a good job of directing traffic for parking,
looking after everyone's needs and insuring we
were all fed. He even went to town for me and
brought back 5 gallons of gas for my Davis.
Thanks to Jared and all his volunteers for a fun
day.

Terry         q

 

Great weather for the Ranger fly-in.
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Continued from page 1
Baggage Capacity 200 lbs/20 cu. Ft.
Engine Lyc. 0-360-AID/180HP
Useful Load 980 lbs.

N7287P is IFR Certified and some of the 
improvements I have made since purchase of the 
aircraft in August 1993 are:

1. New interior and carpeting
2. Tinted windows ¼" thick and a one piece 

windshield
3. S-TEC-30, 2-Axis Auto Pilot coupled 

with the D.G.
4. Shadin Digital Fuel Management System
5. Two Whelen Comet Flash Beacons
6. Whelen WingTip lights
7. Sky-Tec High Torque Starter
8. King KN-62A DME
9. Vertical Card Compass
10. Replaced generator with an alternator.

A forty-seven year old aircraft may not be 

considered an antique as yet; however, the 77-year 
old pilot should qualify.

A couple of interesting facts I might mention
are:

1.  In 1948 my flying lessons were in an 
Aeronica Champ @ $5.75 per hour that included 
the airplane, gas, & flight instructor.  There was an 
additional club membership fee of $175.00 paid 
by 20 members that included purchase of the 
airplane and maintenance.

2.  My first airplane purchased in 1949 was a 
1941 Piper J-4 Cub.  Cost $450.  In 1950 the 
following work was done for $825:

New windows
Wing recovered
Added wheel pants and prop spinner
Radio installed
Annual performed.

OH FOR THE GOOD OLD DAYS!

C. D. Wright         q

 



Page 3

Interesting and
informative Websites.
Air Museums
http://www.travelcentre.com.au/travel/Aviation/air-
craft_museums.htm  
Fun Places to fly
http://www.funplacestofly.com
Cockpits
http://www.codeonemagazine.com/test/archives/20
07/articles/jan_07/cockpits/cockpits.html 
Century-of-flight
http://www.century-of-flight.freeola.com/index.htm 

q

We gotta get rid of those turbines, they're ruin-
ing aviation and our hearing.

A turbine is too simple minded, it has no mys-
tery.  The air travels through it in a straight line and
doesn't pick up any of the pungent fragrance of
engine oil or pilot sweat.

Anybody can start a turbine.  You just need to
move a switch from 'OFF' to 'START' and then
remember to move it back to 'ON' after a while.  My
PC is harder to start.

Cranking a round engine requires skill, finesse
and style.  You have to seduce it into starting.  It's
like waking up a mistress.  On some planes, the
pilots aren't even allowed to do it.

Turbines start by whining for a while, then give
a ladylike poof and start whining a little louder.

Round engines give a satisfying rattle-rattle,
click-click, BANG, more rattles, another BANG, a
big macho FART or two, more clicks, a lot more
smoke and finally a serious low pitched roar.  We
like that.  It's a GUY thing.

When you start a round engine, your mind is
engaged and you can concentrate on the flight
ahead.  Starting a turbine is like flicking on a ceiling
fan.  Useful, but hardly exciting.

When you have started his round engine suc-
cessfully your Crew Chief looks up at you like he'd
let you kiss his girl, too!

Turbines don't break or catch fire often enough,
which leads to aircrew boredom, complacency and
inattention.  A round engine at speed looks and
sounds like it's going to blow any minute.  This
helps concentrate the mind!

Turbines don't have enough control levers or
gauges to keep a pilot's attention.  There's nothing
to fiddle with during long flights.

Turbines smell like a Boy Scout camp full of
Coleman Lamps.  Round engines smell like God
intended machines to smell.
Pass this on to anyone who flew them, ever in
remembrance of that 'Greatest Generation.'

q

DEDICATED TO ALL
THOSE WHO FLEW
BEHIND ROUND ENGINES

FLYING TRUTHS
You define a good flight by negatives: you did-
n't get hijacked, you didn't crash, you didn't
throw up, you weren't late, you weren't nauseat-
ed by the food. So you're grateful.

q
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Membership Application - Renewal Form

Name _______________________________ Spouse________________________________________________

Email______________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________       State___________   Zip__________________

Phone_______________________      Aircraft type__________________________________________________

To join the Texas Chapter of the Antique Airplane Association please send the above information about you
along with $ 25.00 (payable to Texas AAA) to: 
Georgina Edgington, 10862 Gregory Rd., Sanger, Texas 76266.                                                         q

 

Cactus Fly-in at Casa Grande, Arizona
This years 50th anniversary of the Casa Grande

fly-in was a huge success.  There were a number
of our members that attended. The Pellegreno's
and Doug Sockwell flew out in their airplanes,
some of us had to drive out, and some members
flew out on the airlines.

There was a big crowd there on Saturday and
just about every kind of airplane was there. The
forums were interesting and the venders made
sure we did not go hungry.

The steak dinner awards banquet was excellent
and everyone had a good time. Brent Taylor repre-
sented the National AAA and picked the national
chapter choice winner.

The attending Texas members voted on the
chapter choice airplane and although there were
many beautiful airplanes to choose from we decid-
ed on a 1946 B85C Funk. Owned and flown by
Keith Olson of Scottsdale, Arizona. (Pictured to the
right).The drive out to Arizona and back was inter-
esting to say the least but well worth the effort.

We have our work cut out to top this fly-in at our
June fly-in the 13th and 14th. Volunteers need to
contact the fly-in chairman Mr. Jim Dougherty.
Next year I'm flying! Terry          q

It's not that all airplane pilots are good-looking. Just that good-look-
ing people seem more capable of flying airplanes. Or so seasoned
observers contend. A matter of self-confidence? No doubt, no doubt.
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CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE - 1957 C182A, IFR, STEC 3-axis A/P:

3740TT, 1000 SMOH, new windshield, headliner, seat
rails, dual King KX155 w/GS, DME, KLN89 GPS, NDH &
I am 4th owner since factory new. Hangered @47K
(KS); asking $49,500 OBO so we can have more room
in the hangar for antiques. Also looking for E-series 12
volt starter and UPF7 exhaust for W60 (Continental
220).Dick Russell, (316)208-3140. -11/06         

FOR SALE - 1950 Bellanca Cruisemaster 14-19.
190 Lyc., 80 hrs.. SCMOH. 2987 tt. AC refurbished 1977
with new fabric on wings, new modern panel and uphol-
stery.  New leather seats 2003. Narco 810R com., AT150
Trans., King ADF., Northstar loran. Mode C. $30,000.
Contact: Sherman Oxford at (972)874-5050 or (214)704-
1535. 2/07

FOR RENT- 2,500 sq. ft hanger on beautiful Bird
Dog Airfield full water, full electricity, stack doors, cement
floors, 3,500’ X 250’ North South runway, 1,750’X250’
East West runway.  As well, hanger space available in
40’X600’ classic hangar/ We’ve got Cubs, 140s, 195s,
Stearman, you name it.  We’ve got American Pilots, Fed
Ex Pilots and Braniff Pilots,  A&P, AI and a bunch of
great guys on the field.  It’s a great, safe, “PRIVATE”
Vintage Airfield and a great place to hang out on the
weekends and holidays.Contact: Scott Sackett (940)
367-1992 Cell or email: sackett@p.o. box.com.--10/06   

FOR SALE - McCauley Propeller.  Model 1A101.
DCM 6948 Form 8130 - 5/17/06. $1,250 plus shipping.
Don Pellegreno  (817) 636-9066 -- 12/06 

FOR SALE- L-13 - must sell 855 TT, 255 SMOH
LYC. R-680 300 HP great flying airplane , vary rare ,only
4 flying, attracts more attention then P-51 easy to fly, has
won many awards, was Grand Champion at Blakesberg
antique fly in 2 years ago,  Cleveland brakes,3 seats
would take J-5 in part trade, can deliver, pervious sale
fell through want to sell by year end, would like to get
approx. 80K but will consider all offers call Carl at
C (214)704-3318 or W (972)986-9300 --11/06             

FOR SALE- 1941 Rearwin Cloudster project.
Disassembled w/  0-time Ken-Royce 7G engine.  Some
extra parts.  Needs instrument panel, and instruments,
and windshield. Needs wheels and brakes.  Nearly ever-
thing else is there to put it back together. Located in
California $20,000 Joe Fulton, Salinas, CA (831)758-
4711

HANGERS FOR LEASE - Lancaster, TX (KLNC) 
T-Hangars, 60'x60' and 70'x70' -- Low Fuel Prices --
Additional Discount Price to Tenants. Nice New
Buildings ! Call George (214) 521-8855

FOR SALE ---- 1958 Cessna 172 TTAF 3796 TSMOH
2057.All compression's in 70's. 4 Place intercom. Wheel
Pants. Good Flying Plane. 7 inside and out,  $ 25,000.00
Or Best Offer. (940)433-8579.   

FOR SALE/TRADE:Early straight tail Cessna - 1957
CESSNA 182A  N314LM - Serial #34561, asking
$49,500 OBO  3780 TT, 1070 SMOH, May 2007 annual,

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The next meeting will be at Jerry and Barbara Pockrus's
on Clark Field (3TX6) on April 19, 2008.
For Fliers: 3TX6 is on Sectional and Terminal Area
charts about 3 miles north of Justin, Texas. Elev. 705ft,
runway 17-35 is 1800x22 ft asphalt.  Use 122.9 to
announce.
For Drivers: Halfway between Ponder and Justin on
FM156 turn West of Eakin Cemetery Road and go
1/2mile west to the Airport. Turn South (left) on Clark
Airfield Road and follow it to the third house (first
hangar) on left. 

Please bring main dishes, salads and desserts,
because as Jerry says "I aint no Chef" Along with your
appetites it would be nice to bring a door prize to add
spice to the meeting.  CONTACT #'s (940) 390-6357 or
(940) 648-2286.

Schedule of Monthly Meetings:
April 19th Clark Airport (3TX6)
May 17th Grand Praire Airport Open
House/Meeting -Info in next issue.
June 13th - 15th Annual Fly-in at Gainesville (GLE)
July 19th OPEN
Aug 16th N.W. Regional Airport (52F)
Aug 27th - Sept 1 Antique Airfield Fly-in at
Blakesburg, IA (IA27)
Sept 20 Fairview Airport (7TS0)
Oct 18th Edgington Ranch (XA03)
Nov 15th OPEN
Dec 20th Annual Christmas Party at Gainesville
(GLE)
IF ANYONE CAN HELP BY HOSTING ONE OF THE
OPEN DATES PLEASE CONTACT PENNY
RICHARDS OUR ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR.    q

NDH, hangared in Kansas near factory. King IFR
Avionics with STEC-30 3-axis autopilot, Dual King KX-
155 Nav/Comms, KN64 DME, GS, KR86 ADF, KLN89B
GPS,  3 LMB, Narco AT50A, 4-place Sigtronics inter-
com, new seat rails, new headliner, new one-piece wind-
shield, 6-cylinder EGT/CHT and late model fully articulat-
ing seats.Phone: 316-729-9761 – 316-208-3140 (cell) for
delivery information to your airport.
RE "Dick" Russell, MPA,MAS/MBAA
Aviation Professor Southeastern OK University 

FOR SALE 1954 C-180. TTAF appox.6900hrs,
McCauley 88in prop installed in 2006. TTSMOH 975hrs.
Based at Hicks Airport,T67,DFW area. More info at   ..
http://home.flash.net/~wsanders/  .. $83,000           q



Membership and Dues
Membership dues for the Texas Chapter of the

Antique Airplane Association are $25.00 per year.  

NOTE - YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES EXPIRE
ON THE DATE NEXT TO YOUR NAME ON THE
MAILING LABEL OF YOUR  NEWSLETTER.  
Please send dues and address changes to:

Secretary/Treasurer
Georgina Edgington
10862 Gregory Road
Sanger, TX 76266 
(940) 206-0426
eranch@hughes.net

To join the National organization a one-year
membership is $40.00.  Send payment and per-
sonal information to: 

Antique Airplane Association
Antique Airfield
22001 Bluegrass Road
Ottumwa, IA 52501-8569
Email: antiqueairfield@sirisonline.com    
National AAA/APM Website:

www.antiqueairfield.com

OFFICERS
President Vice President
Terry Wallace                     Jim Dougherty
2417 Stonegate Drive        815 Blossomwood Dr.
Bedford, TX 76021 Arlington, TX 76017
(817) 706-3173                 (817)468-1571
wallacete@cs.com jimmy7576@aol.com

Treasurer Activities Coordinator
Georgina Edgington Penny Richards
10862 Gregory Road         6448 Hawkeye Rd.
Sangor, TX 76266 Krum, TX 76249
(940) 206-0426 (940)482-6175
eranch@hughes.net          veliemonocoupe@embarq-

mail.com

Newsletter Texas State Director
Barry Wallace E.M.Johnson
5753 Old Keebler Road     3754 Meadowdale LN
Collinsville, IL 62234 Dallas, TX 75229
(618) 288-2722                 (214) 351-1012
bcw1@charter.net

Historian National Director
Dan Linn Joe and Joy Haynes
6989 Westcoat Drive 4544 Royal Lane
Colleyville, TX 76034 Dallas, TX 75229
(817) 427-2502 (214) 351-5845
danlinn@sbcglobal.net      txdoublejranch@prodigy.net

q

Texas Chapter
Antique Airplane Association
2417 Stonegate Dr. N.
Bedford, TX 76021

“KEEP THE ANTIQUES FLYING”
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See a color newsletter on our 
website at www.txaaa.org


